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MADISON – So when you finally pushed the snow blower to the back of the garage, you found some 

old weed spray. What do you do with it? And you no longer need the pain pills prescribed after that 

nasty fall on the ice. Where do you go with them? You’re in the market for a Clean Sweep.  

The Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection (DATCP)  provides Clean 

Sweep grants to local governments, planning commissions and tribes to support collections of 

household and agricultural hazardous waste, as well as unwanted prescription drugs. The department 

has posted lists of upcoming Clean Sweep collections that it helps fund on its website at 

http://datcp.wi.gov  under “Environment.” 

 “On our website, we’ve provided links to information for collections in each county or community,” 

says Jane Larson, Clean Sweep program coordinator with DATCP.  “You’ll need to check those local 

websites to find times and locations, what materials are acceptable, and whether there’s a fee. And 

some collections include additional items like electronic waste, tires or fluorescent bulbs.”   

If you don’t see your county or community listed, collections may still be scheduled.  Many local 

governments provide collection and disposal options without Clean Sweep grants.  

“Contact your local solid waste or recycling department to find out about other collections.  If you’re a 

farmer with agricultural chemicals, contact your county extension agent. For unwanted prescription 

drug disposal, many police departments have permanent drop boxes available for collection,” Larson 

says. 

The federal Drug Enforcement Agency is also sponsoring a nationwide drug collection event on 

Saturday, April 26, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.  Check http://www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/drug_disposal/takeback 

for locations near you. 

Clean Sweep grants have helped collect 3.5 million pounds of farm chemical waste since 1990, 17 

million pounds of household hazardous waste since 2004, and more than 180,000 pounds of unwanted 

prescription drugs since 2008.  

 

### 

Connect with us at facebook.com/widatcp and twitter.com/widatcp.  
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